
22/06/2011, Alicante:  4th Work Package of the European “FoFdation” Project aims 
at developing innovative technologies to predict and control lead times and surface 
quality in milling processes

Delcam hosted the inaugural 
meeting of the 4th work package of 
the 10 M€ FoFdation project funded 
by the European Commission in 
Alicante, Spain.  As the coordinating 
partner of this work package Delcam 
is combining its experience and 
expertise in manufacturing with 
eight other technical partners from 
six countries across Europe to capture 
and monitor the dynamic behaviour 
of milling machines to increase 
predictability in terms of surface 
quality and lead times.  Partners 
include ARTIS, CADCAMation, Centro 
Ricerche FIAT, ECN, ETHZ, FIDIA, GF 
Agie Charmilles and the University of 
Patras. 

The nine partners of the 4th work package discussed and refined the development and validation of plans 
aiming at:

Improving predictability in milling processes by providing users with realistic visualization of the surface •	
quality to prevent rework or even the scrapping of parts. For this, realistic kinematic and dynamic models 
(signatures) need to be developed and integrated into Delcam’s CAD/CAM solutions. Having access to this 
kind of data will enable a far more accurate estimation of milling time to be calculated, thus leading to more 
efficient planning and utilization of machine tools.
Developing methods and technologies for monitoring and processing real-time process information to •	
enable corrective actions to avoid damage to tools, parts and milling machines. For this, ARTIS’ range of 
monitoring tools will be further developed and tested. The outcomes will prevent production disturbances 
and lead to an increase in quality.

WP4 coordinator, Jan Willem Gunnink of Delcam, said, “This working group contains a balanced combination 
of partners from industry, research institutes and universities who all see the need from industry for predictability 
in terms of surface quality and lead times. This will drive the working group to deliver project results to European 
manufacturing industries within the coming 2 years. The inaugural meeting already showed a great team spirit and 
a strong belief in the goals of the work package”.

For more information about the FoFdation project visit http://www.fofdation-project.eu and the project’s 
social media pages, including Facebook (#fofdationproject) and Twitter (@FoFdation).

4th Work Package Partners in Alicante, Spain
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